
 

 

        Programme - International Symposium on Disease Resistant Grapevine Varieties 

        Date: March 24th and 25th 2026 

        Location: Forum Merzhausen, Am Marktplatz 4, 79249 Merzhausen, Germany 

Legend: Breeding Viticulture and plant protection Oenology Marketing 
 

Tuesday March 24th 2026 
Time Topic Speaker 
13:00 Welcoming Coffee and Registration 

13:45 Start of Event / Welcoming message  

Dr. Bettina Frank-Renz, State 
Viticulture and Oenology Institute 
Freiburg 
Peter Hauk MdL, Minister of Rural 
Areas, Nutrition and Consumer 
Protection Baden-Wuerttemberg 

14:00 
Advancing sustainable viticulture via breeding 
and deployment of disease-resistant grapevine 
varieties (PIWIs): current status and perspectives 

Dr. Komlan Avia, research for 
Agriculture, Food and 
Environment Colmar 

14:45 
The FEM crossbreeding program: challenging 
grapevine mildews and black rot 

Dr. Silvia Vezzulli, Fondazione 
Edmund Mach 

15:30 Coffee break 

16:00 
Black Rot – A possible challenge for cultivation of 
Fungus Resistant Grape Varieties 

Dr. Daniel Molitor, Luxembourg 
Institute of Science and 
Technology  

17:00 
Plant Protection of disease resistant grape 
varieties with „VitiMeteo“ 

Dr. Stefan Schumacher, State 
Viticulture and Oenology Institute 
Freiburg 

18:30 Dinner and open wine tasting of PIWI- wines and sparkling wines 

Wednesday March 25th 2026 
Time Topic Speaker 
8:30 Arrival and welcoming coffee 
9:00 Welcoming Message  

9:15 
The selection of PIWI varieties: a winemaker 
point of view 

Dr. Tomas Roman Villegas, 
Fondazione Edmund Mach 

10:00 
PIWI Cellar technology and Oenology: Tannin 
and Colour Management in Winemaking 

Fabio Fehrenbach & Dr. Nicole 
Nemetz, State Viticulture and 
Oenology Institute Freiburg 

10:45 Coffee break 

11:30 
Marketing disease resistant grapevine varieties: 
A case study of the brand „NOU“ 

Phillip Rottman, PIWI-Kollektiv 

12:15 
Back to the future? Insights into the results of a 
EIP – Agri project about reusable bottles 

Katharina Kleiner, Weincampus 
Neustadt  

13:00 – 
13:30 

Closing of event 
Ernst Weinmann, State Viticulture and 
Oenology Institute Freiburg 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Accommodation nearby 

 

There are rooms available to book in the following accommodations (Keyword – 

“International Symposium”): 

1. Green City Hotel Vauban - https://green-city-hotel-vauban.de/de/ 
2. Hotel Grüner Baum - https://www.gruenerbaum-merzhausen.de/  
3. Hotel Libertas Elements Pure - https://hotel-elements-pure.de/  

➢ Please make reservations exclusively via: sales@hotel-elements-pure.de 
4. Landgasthof Frohe Einkehr - https://hotel-frohe-einkehr.de/  

 

How to reach us by public transport (Am Marktplatz 4, 79249 Merzhausen): 
You can reach us by taking the tram line No. 4 to the stop "Paula-Modersohn-Platz". From there, 
follow “Merzhauser Straße” out of town for approximately 1 km. 
Alternatively, you can take the 7208 bus to the stop " Haltestelle Gasthaus Grüner Baum, 
Merzhausen ". 
For further details, including parking options, please visit:  
https://www.merzhausen.de/fileadmin/Gemeinde_Merzhausen/Dateien/Forum/Anfahrt___Par
ken/Hinweise_fuer_Anreise_und_Parken_Febr._2019.pdf 
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